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High school student's software enables
customized "handwriting'

2014412/13 20:20:56

Taipei, Dec. 13 (CNA) If you are tired of the standard
computer fonts and want your writing to underscore your
personal style, a senior high school has just the answer for
YOu.

Cheng Keng, a student at Taipei Municipal Jianguo High
School, has developed software that can create "your own
handwriting."

Cheng, who was awarded a scientific gold medal and a
cash award of NT$400,000 (US$12,757) by Macronix
International Co., said he began his research on
"individualistic writing style" while chatting on the Web
one day.

He observed that the number of the most commonly used
Chinese characters is about 3,500, but nobody would have
the patience to write all of them, so he used the concept of
Chinese philology to divide a Chinese character into "small
units."

In that way, he reduced the characters to about 500
"units," but still found them too many, and needed further
simplification.

In the end, people only need to write about 300 Chinese
characters, which can then be emulated to create 3,500 of
the most commonly used words, covering about 95
percent of the words people use in daily life.

Cheng has written the computer program and is planning
to extend it to cellphone use in the hope of achieving his
dream of everyone using his or her own handwriting.

Cheng's programming has come to the stage of practical
application, but he said he is not planning to apply for a
patent, saying that it will be open source software so that
others can also contribute to make the programming ewven
more perfect.
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Taipei, Dec. 13 (CNA) If you are tired of the standlcomputer fonts and want your writing
to underscore your personal style, a senior higbadas just the answer for you.

Cheng Keng, a student at Taipei Municipal Jiangightschool, has developed software that
can create "your own handwriting."

Cheng, who was awarded a scientific gold medaleacash award of NT$400,000
(US$12,757) by Macronix International Co., saiddegan his research on "individualistic
writing style" while chatting on the Web one day.

He observed that the number of the most commordg @hinese characters is about 3,500,
but nobody would have the patience to write athaim, so he used the concept of Chinese
philology to divide a Chinese character into "sroalits."

In that way, he reduced the characters to about@iés," but still found them too many, and
needed further simplification.

In the end, people only need to write about 30&$e characters, which can then be
emulated to create 3,500 of the most commonly uaeds, covering about 95 percent of the
words people use in daily life.

Cheng has written the computer program and is pigrio extend it to cellphone use in the
hope of achieving his dream of everyone using hiseo own handwriting.

Cheng's programming has come to the stage of pahetpplication, but he said he is not
planning to apply for a patent, saying that it Wil open source software so that others can
also contribute to make the programming even meréept.

(By Chen Chih-chung and Lilian Wu)
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Taipei, Dec. 13 (CMNA) If you are tired of the standard computer fonts and want
wour writing to underscore your personal style, a senior high school has just the
answer for you. Cheng Keng, a student at Taipei Municipal Jianguo High School,
has developed software that can create "vour own handwriting." Cheng, who was
awarded a scientific gold medal and a cash award of NT$400,000 (US$12,757) by
MWacronix International Co., said he began his research on "individualistic writing
style" while chatting on the YWel one day. He observed that the number of the most
commonly used Chinese characters is about 3,500, but nobody would have the
patience to wirite all of them, so he used the concept of Chinese philology to divide
a Chinese character into "small units." In that way, he reduced the characters to
about 500 "units," but still found them too many, and needed further simplification.
In the end, people only need to write about 300 Chinese characters, which can

then be emulated to create 3,500 of the most commonly used words, covering

computer program and is planning to extend it to cellphone use in the hope of
achieving his dream of everyone using his or her own handwriting. Cheng's
programming has come to the stage of practical application, but he said he is not
planning to apply for a patent, saying that it will be open source software so that
others can also contribute to make the programming even more perfect. {(By Chen

Chih-chung and Lilian Wwu)
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Student develops digital handwriting software
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Student develops digital
handwriting software

EARLY ADOPTER: A teen
innovator from Taipei has
been awarded by Macronix
International for a program
that lets users persaonalize
Mandarin Chinese fonts

STAFF WRITER, WITH CN&

If you are tired of standard com-
puter fonts and want your writing
to underscore your personal style,
a senior-high school has just the
answer for you: Cheng Ken (1217),
a student at Taipei Municipal Jian-
guo High School, has developed
software that can create “your
owr handwriting.”

Cheng, who won a gold medal
and a cash award of NT$400,000
from Macronix International Co,
said he began his research on “in-
dividualistic writing styles™ while
chatting online one day.

He observed that the most com-
monly used Chinese characters
number about 3,500, but nobody
has the patience to write all of
them. So, he applied the concept
used in Chinese philology to di-
vide a Mandarin Chinese charac-
ter into “small units.” That way,

ed a0

.'EE::H*" F

AR
==

Taipei Municipal Jianguo High School student Cheng Ken dlsp1ays hrs software system
that allows users to create custom fonts in Taipei on Saturday, =i v e T

he reduced the character count to
about 500 "units," but still found
them too numerous and needing
further simplification.

He determined wultimately
that most people need to write
just about 300 Chinese charac-
ters, which can then be modi-
fied to create 3,500 of the most
commonly used words, covering
about 85 percent of the vocabu-
lary people use in daily life,

Cheng has written the program

for computers and plans to extend
it to mobile handsets in a push
to achieve his goal of letting ev-
eryone use their own handwriting
electronically.

Cheng's programuning  has
reached the stage of practical ap-
plication, but he said he is not
planning to apply for a patent, say-
ing that it will be available as open
source software so that others
can also contribute to perfect the
programming.
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Student develops digital handwriting
software

EARLY ADOPTER: Ateen innovater from Taipei has been awarded by Macronix
Internatienal for a program that lets users personalize Mandarin Chinese fonts

Staff writer, with ChIA

If you are tired of standard
computer fonts and want your
wiriting to underscore yaur
personal style, a senior-high
school has just the answer for
you: Cheng Ken (F28), a student
at Taipei Municipal Jianguo High
School, has developed software
that can create "your own
handwriting."

Cheng, who won a gold medal and

a cash award of NT$400,000 from
Taipei Municipal Jianguo High School student Cheng Ken Macronix International Co, said he
displays his software system that allows users to create hegan his research on

custom fonts in Taipei on Saturday. e L . " .
Photo: Chang Chia-ming, Taipei Times |nd|v.|dualls.t|c wiriting styles” while
chatting online one day.

He observed that the most commonly used Chinese characters number about 3,500, but
nohody has the patience towrite all of them. So, he applied the concept used in Chinese
philology ta divide a Mandarin Chinese character inta "small units." That way, he reduced
the character count to about 500 "units,” but still found them too numerous and needing
further simplification.

He determined ultimately that most people need to write just about 300 Chinese characters,
which can then be modified to create 3,500 of the most commonly used words, covering
about 85 percent of the vocabulary people use in daily life.

Cheng has written the program for computers and plans to extend it to mobile handsets in
a push to achieve his goal of letting everyone use their own handwriting electronically.




Cheng's programming has reached the stage of practical application, but he said he is not
planning to apply far a patent, saying that it will be availahle as open source software o
that others can also contribute to perfect the programming.

This story has been viewed 1690 times.
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